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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
• There are two sections in this question paper. 
•  In Section A, answer question part (a) and part (b) on the option for which you 

have been prepared. 
•  In Section B, answer one question on the option for which you have been 

prepared. 
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided 

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Sources Booklet (enclosed) 

8HI0/2A
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 
September 2015
Time: 1 hour 30 minutes

History
Advanced Subsidiary
Paper 2: Depth study
Option 2A.1:  Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, 

c1053–1106
Option 2A.2:  England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 

1154–89

Pearson Edexcel 
Level 3 GCE

Section C: indicative content
Question Indicative content
5 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant. Other relevant material not suggested 
below must also be credited.

Candidates are expected to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider 
the view that people in Britain became ‘better-off’ as a result of Thatcher’s 
economic policies. Reference to the works of named historians is not expected, 
but candidates may consider historians’ viewpoints in framing their argument. 
Candidates should use their discussion of various views to reach a reasoned 
conclusion.

In considering the given view, the points made by the authors should be analysed 
and evaluated. Relevant points may include: 

Extract 1

• Increased productivity saw an increase in real earnings 

• Consumer spending increased and there was a credit boom

• A rise in employment led to more people becoming better off.

Extract 2

• Income tax reductions and higher VAT increased the gap between rich and 
poor

• Agrees that there were wage increases, but these increases favoured 
managers rather than skilled workers

• Young people were affected by limits to social security and homelessness 
increased

• Unemployment remained high throughout the period.

Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address the ways in 
which Thatcher’s economic policies made people better-off. Relevant points may 
include:

• Homeownership grew, e.g. people who lived on council estates were
encouraged to buy their previously rented policies

• Deregulation encouraged both product and consumer choice, e.g. the 
telephone and communications industry. 

Candidates should use their own knowledge of the issues to address areas in 
which Thatcher’s economic policies were less successful at raising living 
standards. Relevant points may include:

• Increasing consumer demand led to inflation and increased prices 

• Interest rates were raised to 15 per cent in October 1989, which severely 
affected homeowners

• Many new jobs were part time or casual, which were poorly paid and had 
little security.

PMT



Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced Subsidiary GCE in History – Sample Assessment Materials –  
Issue 1 – September 2014 © Pearson Education Limited 2014

118
2

*S47469A0207*

SECTION A

Choose EITHER Option 2A.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2A.2 (Question 2), for which you  
have been prepared.

Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053–1106

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

1 (a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the authority of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury in the English church after 1066? 

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the 
reasons for the conflict between church and state during the reign of  
William II?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]
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Choose EITHER Option 2A.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2A.2 (Question 2), for which you  
have been prepared.

Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154–89

Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

2 (a) Study Source 3 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 3 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into Henry II’s restoration 
of royal power in 1154? 

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 4 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 4 for an enquiry into the 
reasons for the outbreak of the Great Rebellion in 1173?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question 1   Question 2 

(a)
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]
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[The live question paper will contain four more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been prepared. 

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

Option 2A.1: Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053–1106

EITHER

3 How accurate is it to say that, in 1066, Duke William of Normandy had a better claim 
to the throne of England than any other claimant?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)

OR

4 How accurate is it to say that castle building was the main way in which William I 
established Norman control over Anglo-Saxon England?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 How far were the military weaknesses of Robert Curthose responsible for his defeat 
by Henry I in Normandy in 1106?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Option 2A.2: England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154–89

EITHER

6 To what extent had Henry II established his control over Scotland, Wales and Ireland 
by 1172?

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks)

OR

7 How far was Henry II responsible for the conflict with the church in the years  
1162–70?

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks)

OR

8 How accurate is it to say Henry II’s legal reforms were the main way in which he 
extended his authority across England in the years from 1158? 

(Total for Question 8 = 20 marks)

PMT
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number:   Question 3  Question 4  Question 5 

     Question 6  Question 7   Question 8
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS

PMT




